
SHEPHERDS 

DIGEST 

Sunday’s in              
September 

9/03  Matthew 16:21-28 
9/10  Galatians 5:22-26 
9/17   Acts10:1-5, 15-16, 
           19-20, 27-29, 34-36,               
           44-48 
9/24   Colossians 2 
 

Weekly 

¶ MenΩs Breakfast on 
Wednesdays at 7:30am  

¶ άLIFEέ  Wednesdays at 
6:30PM 

Upcoming 

¶ Saturday, Sept. 9th Red 
Cross Blood Drive 

¶ Sunday, September 10 
return to 2 worships 

¶ Sunday, September 10th  
Fall Kickoff YOUTH 
6:00pm 

¶ Sunday, Sept. 24th 
3:30pm Youth Gathering 
at Northbrook UMC 
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ DƻƛƴƎ hƴΚ 

wŜǾΦ aŜƎŀƴ !Φ 5ŜŀƴΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ 

 
September 1st marks the beginning of my ninth month here 

at Good Shepherd UMC. Wow! I feel like I was just appoint-

ment here a few weeks ago, but then I think of all that has 

transpired in the last eight months. These eight months have 

been quite packed! You have blessed me greatly. 

 

While we know that January 1st begins a new year, for many 

of us, our internal clock sees September as a fresh start as 

well. The day after Labor Day begins normal scheduling for 

the bulk of our lives. For the church, L.I.F.E. Night 

(Wednesday Evening Christian Education) begins September 

6th at 6:30 p.m. We return to two Sunday morning worship 

services on Renewal Sunday, September 10th (9:00 a.m. 

Traditional, 10:30 a.m. Contemporary).  

 

We enter into this new season with bright hopes! Our website 

has gone through a major facelift and will continue to do so. 

We are on the search for a part-time Childrenôs Ministry Di-

rector to share their gifts with the Childrenôs Ministry. We will 

bless our Little Angels Pre-School ministry on September 

24th in both worship services. Our youth will be joining in fel-

lowship with other youth in the Northern Illinois Conference of 

the United Methodist Church on the afternoon of the same 

day.  Worship and L.I.F.E. Night will be more closely connect-

edðthe L.I.F.E. Night study will be directly tied to the sermon 

series September through December. Beginning this year, all 

of our confirmation students will have a BFF (Big Friend in 

Faith/Big Faith Friend)ða Senior High student who will be an 

additional supporting presence. There have been noticeable 

improvements to our building, including the sanctuary and 

Levans Hall.  
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So much! In fact, there is so much that you will notice this issue of the Shepherdôs di-

gest is a bit heftier than usual. Do not let that intimidate you! Because of the volume of 

information, there are a few videos that will be accompanying all the heft, or rather, as 

an alternative to the heft. We all take in information differently (audibly, visually, etc.), 

so hopefully an alternative means will help. 

 

Finally, if you have yet to have a one-on-one with me, please reach out to me! I cannot 

wait to get to know you better and to hear your faith story! 

 

God be with us as we venture forward together in faith. Jesus help us to be one, 

healthy, body. Holy Spirit, guide our steps and empower us to take them. In the name 

of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatôs Going On? ï CHILDRENôS MINISTRY 

 

The decision has been made to search for a part-time (approximately 10 hours per 

week) Director of Childrenôs Ministry. The job description is available on the website 

(gsbartlett.com) and clicking on ñJob Opening.ò This person will focus 1) Christian edu-

cation, 2) management and administration, and 3) leadership & development. The 

hope is that in sharing their gifts with us, we will be able to build a strong ministry with 

children and families. Beginning Renewal Sunday (September 10th) onward, children 

will remain in worship with their families. Special worship packets will be given to chil-

dren to complete during worship, which will include some things to continue learning at 

home. A normal Sunday school schedule will resume once the Director of Childrenôs 

Ministry is on board. If you know someone who many be interested, please share our 

website with them. 

 

Does this mean the Childrenôs Ministry Team is on hiatus? Not at all. The Childrenôs 

Ministry Team will continue to meet to discuss upcoming events, opportunities, possi-

bilities, and working with the PPRC to interview candidates for the new opening. If you 

would like to help in this ministry area, let us know! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Whatôs Going On? ï YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

The youth ministry will be off to a strong start this fall with a full calendar packed 

with opportunities for faithful fellowship and learning. Fall Kick-off for Youth 

Group is September 10th at 6:00 p.m. Holy Grounds will resume on September 

17th at 9:00 a.m., and Youth Group will continue to meet from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 

p.m. on Sundays. The Senior High students will have their own L.I.F.E. Night 

study; Confirmation students will continue to meet on L.I.F.E. Night, and will 

each have a BFF (Big Friend in Faith/Big Faith Friend) which is a Senior High 

youth who will be an additional supportive presence for them. On September 

24th, all of the youth will meet at Good Shepherd and head over to Northbrook to 

connect in fellowship with other Northern Illinois Conference United Methodist 

Youth. The Fall Retreat is scheduled for November 3rd ï 5th at Wesley Woods. 

The ñFive Faithful Minutesò will also resume this month. It is also a goal to have 

more youth leadership in worship. 

 

Beginning January 1, 2018, our Youth Director will transition from full-time to half

-time. This change streamlineôs the youth ministry directorôs focus to six major 

areas: 1) programming, 2) relationships, 3) worship, 4) teaching, training/

equipping, 5) communications, 6) development and self-care. What major 

change will be noticed? Instead of being constantly available to meet for pizza 

and coffee, there will be designated days and times.  

 

Our hope is to create a space where, with the changes of seasons and culture, 

our youth ministry will continue to be a place of belonging for our young peo-

pleðand will grow in being so.   

 

 



5ƛƎŜǎǘ ƛǎ ǎŜƴǘ 

ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ LC 

ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ŀ άƘŀǊŘ 

ŎƻǇȅέ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 5ƛŀƴŜ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ 

ŀǘ 
ƎƻƻŘǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘōŀǊǘƭ

ŜǧϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

There will also be 

hard copies 

available on the 

Welcome Table. 

You should know.. 

¢ŀōƭŜκŎƘŀƛǊ   

ǊŜƴǘŀƭ 

If you are considering 

using the tables/chairs 

we use in Levans Hall, 

please make sure you 

check with Diane in the 

church office, email 

goodshepherdbart-

lett@gmail.com BE-

FORE taking any items. 

Thank you! 

 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 
 

All women are invited to join a Bible study using the book άHalf Truthsέ by a 

Methodist pastor, Adam Hamilton. The study runs for 5 weeks beginning on 

Monday, September 25th at 7:00PM and consists of 15 minute video clips and 

book study questions.  The cost of the book is $15.  Heather Fagan will be the 

facilitator of this study. Sign up sheet is in Levans Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting CloserΧΦstill need your help! 

Please prayfully consider making a pledge. 



9C¢ hũŜǊƛƴƎ 

Kindly remember if you 

would like to simplify 

your offerings, we have 

Electronic Fund Trans-

fer available for you.  

See forms on the Wel-

come Table. 

 

²ŜŜƪƭȅ hũŜǊƛƴƎ 

Please note in the 

άmemoέ section of 

your check if your do-

nation has a break-

down, i.e.: portion is 

going to General Fund 

and portion going to 

Building.  This will help 

us to properly distrib-

ute your donation. 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ 

 

b9²Υ DƛǾƛƴƎ ōȅ ¢ŜȄǘ 

Giving by Text, simple 

scan the QR code be-

low and get started! 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive:  Saturday, September 9th from 7:30-

12:30.  Please come and save three lives!  You may either sign up 

online at the Red Cross website or sign up on the sheet at Sign Up 

Central in Levans Hall, or just walk in with a photo i.d.- Blood dona-

tions are critically low. 

 

 

 

 

 

P.A.D.S. First volunteer night of the season is Friday, October 

13th.  You will find a sign up menu list in Levans Hall.  Please consid-

er being a part of this very fulfilling ministry.  If you would like to 

make or donate a dish, but cannot attend please talk to Gail Casey, 

as she will be glad to take it over for you. Instructions and site infor-

mation is on the Sign Up Central table.  We are also collecting paper 

products-paper plates, cups, napkins, dessert plates, Kool-Aid, Crys-

tal Lite, sweetener, sugar, coffee, tea, peanut butter, etc.  Place 

those items in the designated bins in Levans Hall. 

 

Back Pack collection ends at the end of September, but we will con-

tinue to accept them, along with gently used or new jackets, coats, 

hats, gloves and mittens from now through October. All donations 

will go to Parkwood Elementary School in Hanover Park.  
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фκлн  5Ŝŀƴ [Ŝƻ 

фκлн  aŜƎŀƴ {ŀƴŘŜǊǎ 

фκло  wƛŎƘŀǊŘ IƻǿŜƭƭ 

фκлп  DŜƻǊƎŜ YŀǊŀǾŀǎ 

фκлп  /ƘǊƛǎ aŀŎƘƻƴƛǎ 

фκлу  /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴ 

фκлф  tŀǳƭ aǳǎǎŜƭƳŀƴ 

фκмм  /ŀǊƛŜ {ŀƴŘŜǊǎ 

фκмр  [ŀǳǊŀ {ŎŀƳƛƴŀŎƛ 

фκмр  ¢ŀƳŀǊŀ {ƻƳƳŜǊ 

фκмр  aŀǊȅ!ƴƴ Dǳƛƴǘǳ 

фκму  ¢ƻƳ IƻǿŜƭƭ 

фκму  YŜƭƭȅ aƛǊŜŀǳƭǘ 

фκнм  5ŀǾƛŘ tŜǊŜȊ 

фκнм  ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ {ǘǊƻƴƎ 

фκно  WƻǎŜǇƘ hƭǎŜƴ 

фκно  {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ ²ƘƛǘŜ 

фκнп  !ƭŀƴƛ DŀƭǾŜȊ 

фκнп  tŀǎǘƻǊ aŜƎŀƴ 5Ŝŀƴ 

фκну  [ȅƴŘŀ .ŀǊŀƴ 
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IŜƭŘ ŀǘ  

DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ 
aƻƴŘŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ  

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ                

      фΥллŀƳτммΥолŀƳ   

           .ŜƛƴƎ Ǉƻǧȅ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ   

            ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ  

          hǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎΥ 

Ý CƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ 

{ƪƛƭƭǎ 

Ý {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ 

Ý IŀƴŘǎ-ƻƴ aŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 

Ý Lƴ-IƻǳǎŜ CƛŜƭŘ ¢ǊƛǇǎ 

Ý /ǊŀƊ ŀƴŘ aǳǎƛŎ ¢ƛƳŜ 

Ý CŜƴŎŜŘ tƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘκDȅƳ ¢ƛƳŜ 

Ý {ǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ {ǘƻƴŜ ǘƻ YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ   

 
Please call the church office at 

630.830.3003 and ask for Laura, our direc-

tor, with any questions you may have or to 

schedule a personal tour. 
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{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ 

We are looking for individuals/families to 

host Coffee Time, be a Worship Greeter, 

Communion Server, Liturgist, Acolyte or to 

provide altar flowers.   

Sign up sheets are located in Levans Hall, 

ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ǘƻŘŀȅΗ 

GET involved in YOUR Church! 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Shepherds Digest is 

published monthly by 

and for the members of 

Good Shepherd United 

Methodist church.   

Mission: The mission of 

the Shepherds Digest is 

to serve as the “voice” of 

GSUMC and communi-

cate the priorities of the 

church, the progress of 

those priorities and the 

activities surrounding 

those priorities.  
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DǳŜǎǘ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊΥ 

.ŜŎƪȅ /ŀǎŜȅ 

 

!ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ  

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ ŦƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ 


